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      Nodibinājums Alternatīvais aprūpes centrs “ Žēlsirdības māja ”

      Центр альтернативной заботы « Дом милосердия »

      The Centre of Alternative care for handicapped yongsters “Mercy House”

The Centre of Alternative care of handicapped youngsters “ Mercy House” was founded in Ventspils in 1995. It was registered as a social organization on December 7, 2001 and its number of registration is 40008063818. 

 There is an intention to use methods of alternative care offering handicapped youngsters a kind of help in conditions that are close to family environment, to develop social and working skills for their successful integration into society. Psychological character and aims of the process groups of the programme of the Centre of Alternative care shows social categories of the orphans of Latvia: grown up people handicapped since their childhood with disorder of psychological development; children’ s home and special boarding school leavers.
Creating an optimal routine for them is supposed to be as a concern motivated by Christianity.
This organization was given a status of socially useful organization by the resolution No 176 of Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Latvia on 04.06.2006. Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia issued a certificate No 13 which gives rights to offer social service on 09.11.2005.

Tatjana Braznika is a chairman of the board of the Centre of care.

Activities of the Centre of care are partly financed by financial resources of the budget of the self-government. 
“Precise” financial and material support is given by private people and entrepreneurs.

Our address is:
 Krasta iela 1, Ventspils, LV3601

Phone number  00371 29883301; 00371 29685628

e -mail zelsirdibasmaja@kdcentrs.net
There were two preconditions of establishing the Centre of care:

1. morally – religious

2. socially – pedagogical

The main goal is based on the ideas of Christian world outlook and principles of normalization in integration through joint action, cooperation.

Material resources for two communes – settlements are founded at “Tuci”   in Targales pagasts and “Samiesi “in Uzavas pagasts.
We are planning to establish three communes – settlements where there will be 40-45 people with restricted physical and mental skills in communes and the Centre of care altogether. There is an intention to create a new conception - “independent life “and at the same time to emphasize “help of the kind of self -governing” receiving social support. 

The principle of the idea is human certainty that youngsters who are defined, qualified as “to be taught” (diagnose IQ 50-69) are able to be independent in the society and involved in a social environment. The Centre of care is an alternative for the houses of specialized social care of the state. The major way of working for volunteers at the centre of care is instructing (guidance, teaching, passing their knowledge and skills). Institution for adults handles with such fields as educating, work and living. 
The main task of the programs is to teach how to solve problems in the life doing everything themselves by using rational methods. 
Tasks of priority:

1. Create and develop social interest (feeling of society)

2. Obtain skills of systematic work

3. Development appropriate to the age
Basic tendencies of the activities of the Centre of care that promotes social integration:

1. Prevent risk of social isolation

2. Provide people with employment

3. Stimulate the process of socializing

4. Eliminate the pupils from members of risk groups; that will reduce the rate of possible crimes in the country.
5. Cooperation with social service officers in the self-government giving psychological material support to mentally and physically handicapped people in difficult cases of their integration into society; that will insure partly economy of the budget of the self-government of the country.
An important sphere of the activities of the Care centre is taking into consideration the rights of the social minority “mentally handicapped”. They are socially and economically too weak to stand up for themselves. 
The programms which is based on an electric approach includes varied methods which lead to increasing social potential and norms of activities of individuals and groups. Technologically it is a complex of different programs or psychosocial modules – psychological and social support; Christian therapy; family psychotherapy; work therapy as well as programs which are used in techniques of problem solving and behavior.
Natural inferiority can stimulate the highest achievements and not always leads to failure.
